
The Patent Cooperation Treaty 
(PCT)  



• The Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) makes it possible to seek 
patent protection for an invention simultaneously in each of a large 
number of countries by filing an "international" patent application. 
Such an application may be filed by anyone who is a national or 
resident of a PCT Contracting State. It may generally be filed with 
the national patent office of the Contracting State of which the 
applicant is a national or resident or, at the applicant's option, with 
the International Bureau of WIPO in Geneva. 

• If the applicant is a national or resident of a Contracting State party 
to the European Patent Convention, the Harare Protocol on Patents 
and Industrial Designs (Harare Protocol), the Bangui Agreement, or 
the Eurasian Patent Convention, the international application may 
also be filed with the European Patent Office (EPO), the African 
Regional Intellectual Property Organization (ARIPO), the African 
Intellectual Property Organization (OAPI) or the Eurasian Patent 
Office (EAPO), respectively. 
 



• The Treaty regulates in detail the formal requirements with which 
international applications must comply. 

• Filing a PCT application has the effect of automatically designating 
all Contracting States bound by the PCT on the international filing 
date. The effect of the international application is the same in each 
designated State as if a national patent application had been filed 
with the national patent office of that State. 

• The international application is subjected to an international search. 
That search is carried out by one of the competent International 
Searching Authorities (ISA) under the PCT  and results in an 
international search report, that is, a listing of the citations of 
published documents that might affect the patentability of the 
invention claimed in the international application. In addition, a 
preliminary and non-binding written opinion on whether the 
invention appears to meet patentability criteria in light of the 
search report results is also issued 



• The international search report and written opinion are communicated to 
the applicant who, after evaluating their content, may decide to withdraw 
the application, in particular where the content of the report and opinion 
suggests that the granting of patents is unlikely, or the applicant may 
decide to amend the claims in the application. 

• If the international application is not withdrawn, it is published by the 
International Bureau, together with the international search report. At the 
same time, the written opinion is made available on PATENTSCOPE. 

• Before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date, the applicant 
has the option to request a Supplementary International Searching 
Authority (SISA) (an ISA willing to offer this service) to carry out an 
additional search of relevant documentation, specifically focusing on 
documents in the particular language in which that authority specializes. 
The goal of this additional search is to reduce the likelihood of further 
documents coming to light in the national phase that would make granting 
the patent unlikely. 
 



• An applicant that decides to continue with the 
international application with a view to seeking 
national (or regional) patents can, in relation to 
most Contracting States, wait until the end of the 
thirtieth month from the priority date to 
commence the national procedure before each 
designated office by furnishing a translation 
(where necessary) of the application into the 
official language of that office, paying to it the 
necessary fees and acquiring the services of local 
patent agents. 
 



Ultimately, the PCT: 
• brings the world within reach; 
• streamlines the process of fulfilling diverse formality requirements; 
• postpones the major costs associated with international patent 

protection; 
• provides a strong basis for patenting decisions; and 
• is used by the world's major corporations, research institutions and 

universities in seeking international patent protection. 
• The PCT created a Union which has an Assembly. Every State party 

to the PCT is a member of the Assembly. Among the most 
important tasks of the Assembly are the amendment of the 
Regulations issued under the Treaty, the adoption of the biennial 
program and budget of the Union and the fixing of certain fees 
connected with the use of the PCT system. 
 


